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330- CHAPTER 14

Union army, others simply stayed with the troops until they could find their way to free
states. When the Union captured New Orleans and much of southern Louisiana, slaveg
refused to work for their former masters, even though the Union occupiers had not made
any provisions for liberating African Americans.

By the end of the war, two Union slave states (Maryland and Missouri) and three
Confederate states occupied by Union forces (Tennessee, Arkansas, and Louisiana) had
abolished slavery. In 1865, Congress finally approved and the states ratified the

The Thirteenth Amendment  Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery in all parts of
the United States. After more than two centuries, legalized slavery finally ceased to
exist in the United States.

Arrican Americans AND THE Union CAUSE

About 186,000 emancipated blacks served as soldiers, sailors, and laborers for the Union
forces. Yet in the first months of the war, African Americans were largely excluded from
the military. A few black regiments eventually took shape in some of the Union-occupied
areas of the Confederacy. But once Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, black
enlistment increased rapidly and the Union military began actively to recruit African
American soldiers and sailors in both the North and, where possible, the South.

Some of these men were organized into fighting units, of which the best known was
probably the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, which (like most black regiments) had
2 white commander: Robert Gould Shaw, a member of an aristocratic Boston family.

Most black soldiers, however, were assigned menial tasks behind the lines, such as
digging trenches and transporting water. Even though many fewer blacks than whites died
in combat, the African American mortality rate was actually higher than the rate for white
soldiers because so many black soldiers died of diseases contracted while working long,
arduous hours in unsanitary conditions. Conditions for blacks and whites were unequal in

AFRICAN AMERICAN TROOPS  Although most of the black soldiers who enlisted in the Union army performed
noncombat jobs behind the lines, some black combat regiments—members of one of which are pictured here—
fought with great success and valor in critical battles. (The Library of Congress)




