HISTORY THEME 4
US Independence
Document Based Questions
Source 1:

Source: From the North Carolina Gazette, November 20, 1765

On Saturday the 19th of last Month, about Seven of the Clock in the Evening, near Five

Hundred People assembled together in this Town, and exhibited the Effigy* of a certain Honorable
Gentleman; and after letting it hang by the Neck for some Time, near the Court House, they made a large
Bonfire with a Number of Tar Barrels, &c. and committed it to the Flames.—The Reason assigned for the
People's Dislike to that Gentleman, was, from being informed of his having several Times expressed
himself much in Favour of the STAMP-DUTY....

And, On Thursday, 31st of the same Month, in the Evening, a great Number of People again

assembled, and produced an Effigy of Liberty, which they put into a Coffin, and marched in solemn
Procession with it to the Church-Yard, a Drum in Mourning beating before them, and the Town Bell,
muffled, ringing a doleful Knell at the same Time:—But before they committed the Body to the Ground,
they thought it advisable to feel its Pulse; and when finding some Remains of Life, they returned back to a
Bonfire ready prepared, placed the Effigy before it in a large Two-arm’d Chair, and concluded the
Evening with great Rejoicings, on finding that LIBERTY had still an Existence in the Colonies.

* a roughly made model of a particular person, made in order to be damaged or destroyed as a protest or
expression of anger

Identify the type and origin of this source.

What cause of the movement for US independence does this document refer to?

What event has taken place which reflects public sentiment over this issue?

What does the Procession described in the second paragraph suggest still resides in the
Colonies?



Source 2

Source: Engraving by Paul Revere, March 1770

Extra information: The Boston Massacre was a confrontation, on March 5, 1770, during the American
Revolution in Boston in what was then the colonial-era Province of Massachusetts Bay. Nine British
soldiers shot several in a crowd, estimated between 300 and 400, who were harassing them verbally and
throwing various projectiles

Identify the type and origin of this source.

Add information in the box to identify the values and limitations of this source.

Values of the document

Limitations of the document




Source 3:

Source: Gen. Thomas Gage, Orders to Lieut. Colonel Smith, April 18, 1775

Having received intelligence, that a quantity of Ammunition, Provisions, Artillery, Tents and small Arms,
have been collected at Concord, for the Avowed Purpose of raising and supporting a Rebellion against His
Majesty, you will March with a Corps of Grenadiers and Light Infantry, put under your Command, with
the utmost expedition and Secrecy to Concord, where you will seize and distroy all Artillery,
Ammunition, Provisions, Tents, Small Arms, and all Military Stores whatever. But you will take care that
the Soldiers do not plunder the Inhabitants, or hurt private property.

You have a Draught of Concord, on which is marked the Houses, Barns, &c, which contain the above
military Stores... The Powder and flower must be shook out of the Barrels into the River, the Tents burnt,
Pork or Beef destroyed in the best way you can devise. And the Men may put Balls of lead in their
pockets, throwing them by degrees into Ponds, Ditches &c., but no Quantity together, so that they may be
recovered afterwards. If you meet any Brass Artillery, you will order their muzzles to be beat in so as to
render them useless.

Identify the type and origin of this source.

Summarize these orders and comment on the instructions given to the soldiers regarding
the people they confront.



Source 4:

Source: Excerpts from the Declaration of Independence, adopted by the Second Continental Congress on
July 4, 1776

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on
the rights of the people.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and
eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of
all ages, sexes and conditions.

Identify the type and origin of this source.

Explain what is meant by the third sentence.

How are the native inhabitants of the US described in the final sentence? What does this
suggest about how they were perceived by the colonists?



