Spain builds a colonial empire 

Document 1: routes of the explorers
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Document 2: Impact on the native population
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Document 3: Spanish conquests and Cortes
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Document 4: The Encomienda System
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Exercises
(Use doc.1) 
1. Cite three Spanish explorers who went to Central America.

(Use doc.2) 
2. Describe, citing pertinent figures, what happened to the native population between 1519 and 1620.
3. How do you think this sharp drop would have affected Spaniards attempts to conquer and control the region?

(Use doc.3)
4. What drew the conquistadors to Central America?
5. Who was Cortés and how was he initially viewed by Montezuma?
6. Explain how Cortés, despite a considerable numerical disadvantage was able to conquer the Aztec Empire.

(Use doc. 4)
7. How did the encomienda system operate?

Bartolomé de Las Casas and the Valladolid Debate
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The Valladolid Debate
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Location of the town of Valladolod

The Spanish discovery and subsequent conquest of the New World inspired a serious, if not heated, intellectual controversy regarding the rationality and Christianization of the Indians.

The debate reached its height in 1550, when the King of Spain, Charles V, ordered a junta, a group of jurists and theologians, to meet at Valladolid in order to hear the arguments in favour and against the use of force to incorporate the Indians into Spanish America. On the one side was one Juan Ginés de Sepülveda, a prominent humanist and Greek scholar who justified conquest and evangelization by war. His opponent, Bartolomé de Las Casas, in contrast, was a staunch advocate of peaceful and persuasive conversion. So it was that the most powerful man, Charles V, leader of the most powerful nation in the world, Spain, suspended all wars of conquest until a group of intellectuals grappled with the morality of Spain’s presence and enterprises in America.

Results of the debate

For example, Sepülveda’s arguments in favour of war as a means of pacification partly influenced the Council of the Indies in its policies of “war by fire and blood.” But the Las Casas’ movement against the advocates of conversion by force also found some backing both in New Spain and Peru. In northern New Spain, or the Chichimeca area, judge Alonso de Zorita and the Franciscan Jacinto de San Francisco adopted peaceful policies to pacify and convert the nomadic tribes. In the meantime, the debate led to a more serious study of Native American cultures. More and more missionaries, particularly Bemandino de Sahagün, came to learn Indian languages and culture, in the process documenting the natives’ rationality and overall way of life.


Factfile about Las Casas

Bartolome de Las Casas (1484 – 1566), was born in Seville, Spain. He was there when Christopher Columbus got to Seville in 1493 after Columbus' first trip to the Americas. His father, Pedro de las Casas, and his uncle went to the Americas in the second voyage of Columbus that left in November 1493. With his father, he went to the Caribbean island of Hispaniola in 1502 together with Nicolás de Ovando, the new governor of the island. In 1506 he went to Rome, Italy, where he became a Catholic priest.

He went back to Hispaniola in 1508 and moved to Concepción de la Vega, in the Cibao valley, and got an encomienda (land with the indigenous people living there). Then he went in 1513 to Cuba and the governor Diego Velázquez gave him an "encomienda". But soon Las Casas began to understand that the native people (Taínos in Cuba and Hispaniola) were treated as slaves in a very bad way, and he began to defend the native people. He later became the first Bishop of Chiapas, Mexico.

Exercises

1. What aspects of the encomiendia system did Spanish priests oppose?

2. What was a junta?

3. Who headed the two opposing sides at Valladolid debate? What were their main arguments or intellectual positions?

4. Describe two positive outcomes of this debate.
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Opposition to Spanish Rule

Spanish priests worked to spread Christianity in the Americas. They also pushed
for better treatment of Native Americans. Priests spoke out against the cruel treat-
ment of natives. In particular, they criticized the harsh pattern of labor that
emerged under the encomienda system. “There is nothing more detestable or more
cruel,” Dominican monk Bartolomé de Las Casas wrote, “than the tyranny which
the Spaniards use toward the Indians for the getting of pearl [riches].”

African Slavery and Native Resistance The Spanish government abolished the
encomienda system in 1542. To meet the colonies” need for labor, Las Casas suggested
Afticans. “The labor of one . . . [Afiican] .. . [is] more valuable than that of four
Indians.” he said. The priest later changed his view and denounced African slavery.
However, others promoted it.

Opposition to the Spanish method of colonization came not only from Spanish
priests, but also from the natives themselves. Resistance to Spain’s attempt at dom-
ination began shortly afier the Spanish arrived in the Caribbean. In November of
1493, Columbus encountered resistance in his attempt to conquer the present-day
island of St. Croix. Before finally surrendering, the inhabitants defended them-
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Bartolomé de
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Bartolomé de Las
Casas

Las Casas was an carly Spanish
missionary who watched fellow
Spaniards unleash attack dogs on
Native Americans,

Their other frightening weapon after
the horses: twenty hunting
greyhounds. They were unleashed and
fell on the Indians at the cry of
Témalo! [‘Get them"]. Within an hour
they had preyed on one hundred of
them. As the Indians were used to
going completely naked, it is easy to
imagine what the fierce greyhounds

did, urged to bite naked bodies and
skin much more delicate than that of
the wild boars they were used to. ...
This tactic, begun here and invented by
the devl, spread throughout these
Indies and wil end when there is no
more land nor people to subjugate and
destroy in this part of the world.





image1.png
ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Ponca do Logn canary
151213 1SLANDS

Varrazzano 1524

Cabeza do Vaca
553

PAEIEE (Mexico City

OCEAN

;
Rl

o 2000 Kionetrs

Explorers' Routes
= Spanish

= Portuguese
o Fronch
amEnglsh

4= Dutch

VST el




image2.png
Native Population of
Central Mexico, 1500-1620
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SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Graphs

1. Drawing Conclusions By what
percentage did the native population
decrease between 1519 and 1605

2. Making Inferences How did the sharp
decline in the native population, due
greatly to disease, affect the Spaniards”
attempts to conquer the region?
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Spanish Conquests in Mexico

In 1519, as Magellan embarked on his historic voyage, a Spaniard named
Hernando Cortés landed on the shores of Mexico. After colonizing several
Caribbean islands, the Spanish had turned their attention to the American mainland.
Cortés marched inland, looking to claim new lands for Spain. Cortés and the many
other Spanish explorers who followed him were known as conquistadors (con-
querors). Lured by rumors of vast lands filled with gold and silver, conquistadors
carved out colonies in regions that would become Mexico, South America, and the
United States. The Spanish were the first European settlers in the Americas. As a
result of their colonization, the Spanish greatly enriched their empire and left a mark
on the cultures of North and South America that exists today.
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Cortés Conquers the Aztecs Soon after landing in Mexico,
Cortés learned of the vast and wealthy Aztec Empire in the
region’s interior. (See Chapter 16.) After marching for weeks
through difficult mountain passes, Cortés and his force of
roughly 600 men finally reached the magnificent Aztec capi-
tal of Tenochtitlin (tehsNawcisteesTLAHN). The Aztec
emperor, Montezuma I, was convinced at first that Cortés
was a god wearing armor. He agreed to give the Spanish
explorer a share of the empire’s existing gold supply. The con-
quistador was not satisfied. Cortés admitted that he and his
comrades had a “disease of the heart that only gold can cure.”

In the late spring of 1520, some of Cortés’s men killed
‘many Aztec warriors and chiefs while they were celebrating
a religious festival. In June of 1520, the Aztecs rebelled
against the Spanish intruders and drove out Cortés's forces.

The Spaniards, however, struck back. Despite being
greatly outnumbered, Cortés and his men conquered the
Aztecs in 1521. Several factors played a key role in the stun-
ning victory. First, the Spanish had the advantage of supe-
rior weaponry. Aztec arrows were no match for the
Spaniards® muskets and cannons,

Second, Cortés was able to enlist the help of various
native groups. With the aid of a native woman translator
named Malinche, Cortés learned that some natives resented
the Aztecs. They hated their harsh practices, including
human  sacrifice. Through Malinche, Cortés convinced
these natives to fight on his side.





image5.png
— Finally, and most important, the natives could do little to
stop the invisible warrior that marched alongside the
Spaniards—disease. Measles, mumps, smallpox, and typhus were just some of the
diseases Europeans were to bring with them to the Americas. Native Americans had
never been exposed to these diseases. Thus, they had developed no natural immu-
nity to them. As a result, they died by the hundreds of thousands. By the time Cortés
launched his counterattack, the Aztec population had been greatly reduced by small-
pox and measles. In time, European disease would truly devastate the natives of cen-
tral Mexico, killing millions of them. 8





image6.png
Spain’s Pattern of Conquest In building their new American empire, the
Spaniards drew from techniques used during the reconquista of Spain. When con-
quering the Muslims, the Spanish lived among them and imposed their Spanish
culture upon them. The Spanish settlers to the Americas, known as peninsulares,
were mostly men. As a result, relationships between Spanish settlers and native
women were common. These relationships created a large mestizo—or mixed
Spanish and Native American—population.

Although the Spanish conquerors lived among the native people, they also
oppressed them. In their effort to exploit the land for its precious resources, the
Spanish forced Native Americans to work within a system known as encomienda.
Under this system, natives farmed, ranched, or mined for Spanish landlords. These
landlords had received the rights to the natives” labor from Spanish authorities. The
holders of encomiendas promised the Spanish rulers that they would act fairly and
respect the workers. However, many abused the natives and worked many laborers
to death, especially inside dangerous mines.









