Reconstruction After the Civil War

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

image7.png
[T NWMMSSSNNNN  Thesecodes varied from state to state, but

enslaved African Americans. It provided housing for
schools, paid teachers, and helped train African
American teachers.

Many freed African Americans served in the US.
Cavalry in units formed after 1866. Most were sta-
tioned in the southwestern United States, where they
‘became known as buffalo soldiers.

ST Explaining Whywas the Freedmen's

Bureau establshed?

Johnson Takes Office

Shortly after Congress established the Freedmen’s.
Bureau, Lincoln was assassinated. Although his suc-
cessor, Vice President Andrew Johnson, was a
Democrat from Tennessee, he had remained loyal to
the Union. Like Lincoln, he believed in a moderate
‘policy to bring the South back into the Union.

Johnson's Plan In the summer of 1865, with
‘Congress in recess, Johnson began to implement what
he called his restoration program, which closely
resembled Lincoln’s plan. In late May 1865, he issued
a new Proclamation of Amnesty to supplement the
‘one Lincoln had issued earlier. Johnson offered to par-
don all former citizens of the Confederacy who took
an oath of loyalty to the Union and to return their
‘property. He excluded from the pardon the same peo-

all of them seemed intended to keep African
Americans in a condition similar to slavery. African
Americans were generally required to enter into
annual labor contracts. Those who did not could be
arrested for vagrancy and forced into involuntary servi-
tude. Several codes established specific hours of labor
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m Summarizing Who did President

Johnson blame for the Civi War?

Congressional Reconstruction

‘With the election of former Confederates to office
and the introduction of the black codes, more and
more moderate Republicans joined the radicals.
Finally, in late 1865, House and Senate leaders cre-
ated a Joint Committee on Reconstruction to develop
their own program for rebuilding the Union.

The Fourteenth Amendment In March 1866, con-
gressional Reconstruction began with the passage of an
act intended to override the black codes. The Civil
Rights Act of 1866 granted citizenship to all persons
‘born in the United States except for Native Americans.
‘The act guaranteed the rights of African Americans to
‘own property, and it stated that they were to be treated

equally in court. It also gave the federal government
the power to sue people who violated those rights.
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Johnson vetoed the Civil Rights Act, arguing that
it was unconstitutional and would “[cause] discord
‘among the races.” The veto convinced the remaining
‘moderate Republicans to join with the radicals to
override Johnson's veto, and the act became law.

Fearing that the Civil Rights Act might later be
overturned in court, however, the radicals intro-
duced the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution. This amendment granted citizenship to
all persons born or naturalized in the United States
and declared that no state could deprive any person
of life, liberty, or property “without due process of
law.” It also declared that no state could deny any
person “equal protection of the laws.” In June 1866,
Congress passed the amendment and sent it to the
states for ratification. It was ratified in 1868.

Military Reconstruction Begins President John-
son attacked the Fourteenth Amendment and
‘made it the major issue of the 1866 congressional

elections. He hoped Northerners would vote out the.
Radical Republicans and elect a new majority in
Congress that would support his plan  for
Reconstruction.

Events on Election Day dashed Johnson’s hopes.
When the votes were counted, the Republicans
achieved an overwhelming victory, winning approxi-
‘mately a three-to-one majority in Congress. They
now had the strength of numbers to override any
presidential veto and could claim that they had a
‘mandate, or command, from the American people to
enact their own Reconstruction program in place of
President Johnson’s plan.

In March 1867, Congress passed the Military
Reconstruction Act, which essentially nullified
Johnson’s programs. The act divided the former
Confederacy, except for Tennessee—which had rati-
fied the Fourteenth Amendment in 1866—into five
military districts. A Union general was placed in
charge of each district with orders to maintain peace
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and “protect the rights of per-

sons and property.”
NATIONAL In the meantime, each for-
I GEOGRAPHIC mer Confederate state had to
il hold another constitutional
Miltary District Commander Y A convention to design a con-
] General John chofieid X [ stiuton acceptable to
) Genert Dane scis Congress. The new state con-
% 2::: m P::m #9 stitutions had to give the
e 4 right to vote toall adult male
1870 Date of readmission to union e e o
race. After a state had ratified

its new constitution, it also
had to ratify the Fourteenth
Amendment before it would
e allowed to elect people to

Congress.

Johnson’s Impeachment

The Republicans knew that

they had the votes to over-

ride any presidential veto of

) their policies, but they also

Gulf of Mexico knew that President Johnson

[ i could still interfere with

B P ree— their plans by refusing to

S enforce the laws they passed.

oo TROPIC OF Although they distrusted

X Johnson,  Congressional

Republicans  knew  that

N Secretary of War Edwin M.

1. Interpreting Maps Only one former Confederate state Stanton supported their pro-

‘was not par of a milary distict What was t? gram. They also trusted
2. Applying Geography Skills How many years ater the
‘war was the last Souther state readitted to the Urior?
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General Grant, the head of the army,
to support the policies of Congress.

To prevent Johnson from bypass-
ing Grant and Stanton, Congress
passed two new laws: the Com-
mand of the Army Act and the
Tenure of Office Act. The Command
of the Army Act required all orders
from the president to go through the
‘headquarters of the general of the
army—Grant's headquarters. The Ten-
ure of Office Act required the Senate to
approve the president’s removal of any
government official whose appointment
'had required the Senate’s consent.

Determined to challenge the Tenure of
Office Act, Johnson fired Stanton on
February 21, 1868. Three days later, the House of
Representatives voted to impeach Johnson, meaning
that they charged him with “high crimes and misde-
‘meanors” in office. The main charge against Johnson
was that he had broken the law by refusing to uphold.
the Tenure of Office Act.

As provided in the Constitution, the Senate then
put the president on trial. If two-thirds of the sena-
tors found the president guilty of the charges, he
would be removed from office. In May 1868 the
‘Senate voted 35 to 19 that Johnson was guilty of high
crimes and misdemeanors. This was just one vote
short of what was needed for conviction.

The Election of 1868 Although Johnson remained
in office, he finished his term quietly and did not run
for election in 1868. That year, the Republicans

Andrew Jobnson

‘nominated Grant. During the cam-
‘paign, Union troops in the South
enabled African Americans to
vote in large numbers. As a
result, Grant won six Southern
states and most of the Northern
states. The Republicans also
retained large majorities in both
houses of Congress.

With their majority securely
established and a sympathetic
president in office, congressional
Republicans moved rapidly to
expand their Reconstruction pro-
gram. Recognizing the importance of
African  American ~ suffrage, the
Republican-led Congress passed the
Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution. This
amendment declared that the right to vote “shall
ot be denied . . . on account of race, color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude.” In March 1870, the
Fifteenth Amendment was ratified by the states and
‘became part of the Constitution.

Radical Reconstruction had a dramatic impact on
the South, particularly in the short term. It dramati-
cally changed Southern politics by bringing hun-
dreds of thousands of African Americans into the
political process for the first time. It also began to
change Southern society. As it did so, it angered
many white Southerners, who began to fight back
against the federal government's policies.

LTSI denttying Wt o v i he

Radicl Republicanspassf reduce presidenial power?
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Checking for Understanding

1. Define: Reconstruction, amnesty,
pocket veto, freedmen, black codes,
impeach.

2. Identify: Freedmen's Bureau,
Fourteenth Amendment, Miltary
Reconstruction Ad, Fifteenth
Amendment.

Reviewing Themes

3. Groups and Institutions What were
the Radical Repubiicansthree major
goals?

Gritical Thinking

4. Evaluating Do you think Presidents
Lincoln and Johnson were wise i not
seeking harsh treatment of the
‘Souther states? Why or why not?

5. Categorizing Use a graphic organizer
to describe the effct o the Cvl War.

Efctson st

—

P
B Ny
—

Analyzing Visuals
6. Interpreting Maps Study the map of
ity districs on page 270. Then st
the Confederatestates that were read-
‘mitted o the Union n 1868 th earlest
‘year for any such state to gain
readmission.

7. Persuasive Writing Imagine that you
area izen ing during President
‘Andrew Johnson's administration. Write
alefter urging members of Congress to
vote etherforor against Johnson's
impeachment. Indude reasons for your
posiion.
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Reconstruction Battle Begins

At the end of the Civil War, the South was a defeated region with a devastated econ-
omy. While some Southerners were bitter over the Union military victory, for many the
more important struggle after the conflict was rebuilding their land and their lives.
Meanwhile, the president and Congress grappled with the difficult task of
Reconstruction, or rebuilding the nation after the war. Among other things, they had to
decide under what terms and conditions the former Confederate states would be per-
‘mitted to rejoin the Union.
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Lincoln’s Plan In December 1863, President Lincoln
set forth his plan for reuniting the country in the
Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction.
Lincoln wanted a moderate policy that would recon-
cile the South with the Union instead of punishing it
for treason. He offered a general amnesty, or pardon,
to all Southerners who took an oath of loyalty to the
United States and accepted the Union’s proclama-
tions concerning slavery. When 10 percent of a state’s
Voters in the 1860 presidential election had taken this
oath, they could organize a new state government.
Certain people were excluded from taking the oath,
however, and would not be pardoned. These
included all Confederate government officials and
officers in the Confederate army, as well as all judges,
‘members of Congress, and military officers who had.
left their posts to help the Confederacy.

The Radical Republicans Resistance to Lincoln’s
plan surfaced at once among a group of Republicans

& 6[Congress| must see o it that the man made free
by the Consiitution s a freeman indeed; that he can
g0 where he pleases, work when and for whom he
pleases ... gointo schools and educate imself and
his cildren;that the ights and guarantees of the
‘common law are his, and that he walks the earth
proud and erec in the conscious digniy of a free
mans®

The Wade-Davis Bill Caught between Lincoln and
the Radical Republicans were many moderate
Republicans. The moderates thought Lincoln was
being too lenient, but they also thought the radicals
were going too far in their support for African
American equality and voting rights.

By the summer of 1864, the moderates and radi-
cals had come up with a plan for Reconstruction
that they could both support as an alternative to
Lincoln’s plan. The compromise between the mod-
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in Congress known as Radical Republicans. Led by
Representative Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania
and Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, the
radicals did not want to reconcile with the South.
They wanted, in Stevens’s words, to “revolutionize
Southern institutions, habits, and manners.”

‘The Radical Republicans had three main goals. First,
they wanted to prevent the leaders of the Confederacy
from returning to power after the war. Second, they
wanted the Republican Party to become a powerful
institution in the South. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, they wanted the federal government to
help African Americans achieve political equality by
guaranteeing their right to vote in the South.

Congressional Republicans knew that the aboli-
tion of slavery would give the South more seats in the
House of Representatives. Before the Civil War,
enslaved people had only counted in Congress as
three-fifths of a free person. Now that African
Americans were free, the South was entitled to more
seats in Congress. This would endanger Republican
control of Congress, unless Republicans could find a
way to protect African American voting rights in the
South.

Although the radicals knew that giving African
Americans in the South the right to vote would help.
the Republican Party win elections, most were not
acting cynically. Many of them had been abolitionists.
before the Civil War and had pushed Lincoln into
making emancipation a goal of the war. They
believed in equality for all Americans, regardless of
their race. Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts.
summarized their position by saying:

erates and the radicals was the Wade-Davis Bill of
1864. This bill required the majority of the adult
white men in a former Confederate state to take an
oath of allegiance to the Union. The state could
then hold a constitutional convention to create a
new state government. Furthermore, the people
chosen to attend the constitutional convention had
to take an “ironclad” oath asserting that they had
never fought against the Union or supported the
Confederacy in any way. Each state’s convention
would then have to abolish slavery, reject all debts.
the state had acquired as part of the Confederacy,

|hr1m Trg Wistory

War-Shattered ity The Qv
War wresked tembl devastaton
on Rehmond,Virgina. Why do
youthink the women picured
Tere are dresed in black?
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1954
n Brown v. Board of Education,
the Courtfound tha segregated
education denied minortyschool-|

The Fourteenth TR
Amendment aws provided by the Fourteenth
Amendment. This dedsion par-

Key provisions of the Fourteenth tally reversed Plessy v. Ferguson.

Amendment (1868) made all persons born in
the Urited Sates ctzens o both the nation
and the state wherethey reided. Sates were

Testing the 14th Amendment |

prohibited from abridging the rights of it~ 1ggg |

‘zenship or depriving persons of due In Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court
process and equal protection of the law. decided that Jim Crow laws—state man-
‘The Supreme Court has often cited the dated segregation of public fadilties such
Fourteenth Amendment when reviewing asrairoad cars—did notviolate the
‘whether tte orfederallaws and Fourteenth Amendment. The Court ruled
actions violate the Constituion. The that separate facilies could be equal and

Court continues to do 5o today. allowed segregation to continue.
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and deprive all former Confederate government
officials and military officers of the right to vote or
hold office.

Although Congress passed the Wade-Davis Bill,
Lincoln blocked it with a pocket veto, that s, he let
the session of Congress expire without signing
khe legislation. Although Lincoln sympathized
‘with some of the radical goals, he felt that imposing
a harsh peace on the South would be counter-
productive.

XIS Sunmariting Whydd Lcin

favr agenerous Reconsiucion polcytoward the South?

The Freedmen’s Bureau

Lincoln realized that harsh Reconstruction terms
would only alienate many whites in the South. Also,
the South was already in chaos. The devastation of
the war and the collapse of the economy left hun-
dreds of thousands of people unemployed, home-
less, and hungry. At the same time, the victorious
Union armies had to try to accommodate the large
numbers of African Americans who flocked to
Union lines as the war progressed. As Sherman
marched through Georgia and South Carolina,
thousands of freed African Americans—now known
as freedmen—began following his troops seeking
food and shelter.

As the different programs for assisting Southern
refugees—both white and African American—got
underway, support began to build in Congress for
the creation of a federal agency to help with the
refugee crisis. In March 1865, Congress established
the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands, better known as the Freedmen’s Bureau.
‘The Bureau was given the task of feeding and cloth-
ing war refugees in the South using surplus army
supplies. Beginning in September 1865, the Bureau
issued nearly 30,000 rations a day for the next year.
‘The Bureau also helped formerly enslaved people
find work on plantations. It negotiated labor contracts
with planters, specifying pay and hours of work.
Although many people in the North applauded the
Bureau’s efforts, they argued those who were for-
‘merly enslaved should be given land—commonly
referred to as “forty acres and a mule”—to support
themselves now that they were free. To others, how-
ever, taking land from plantation owners and giving
it to freedmen seemed to violate the nation’s cher-
ished commitment to individual property rights. Asa
result, Congress refused to confirm the right of
African Americans to own the lands that had been
seized from plantation owners and given to them.
Although the Freedmen's Bureau could not pro-
vide African Americans with land, it made an impor-
tant contribution in education. The Bureau worked
closely with Northern charities to educate formerly
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ple Lincoln had excluded, such as former Confederate
1963 officers and officials. Those who were excluded could
In Gideon v. Wainrigh, the apply to the president individually for a pardon. Like
Supreme Courtruled thatthe - Lincoln, Johnson also required Southern states to rat-
sate of Florida had volated the ify the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery.

due process dause when it The former Confederate states, for the most part,
refused to appointa lawyer to ‘met Johnson's conditions. They then organized new
represent Clarence Gideon ‘governments and elected people to Congress. By the

¥ time Congress gathered for its next session in
m.,,&":;,,mm December 1865, Johnson’s plan was well underway.

Many members of Congress were astonished and
angered when they realized that Southern voters had
elected dozens of Confederate leaders to Congess.
Moderate Republicans joined with the
Radical Republicans and voted to reject
the new Southern members of Congess.
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Inthe presidential race between George W.
‘Bush and Al Gore (atrigh) the Supreme Court
ase of Bush v. Gore was based on the Four-
teenth Amendment Justices argued that alack The Black Codes Another development

’ in the South also ang ional
of uniform standards or hand recounts of in the ¢ gered congression:
ballotsin Florida violated the equal protection of Republicans. The new Southern state legis-
all the state's voters. The decision allowed Bush latures had passed laws known as black
o daim a controversial vicory. codes limiting the rights of African Ameri-
cans in the South.
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