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FROM PRISONER TO PRESIDENT
A virtual presentation with Christo Brand
During these challenging times we would like to offer a unique opportunity to allow educators to engage their students with Christo Brand, former Prison Warder and personal friend of Nelson Mandela. Christo will share a living testimonial of Mandela’s time in prison and his release. He is one of a select few who can offer authentic insights into Mandela’s thoughts, reflections and hope for humanity. It is a truly inspiring story that all students should hear.
Christo was Mandela’s warder for 12 years and became a close friend of his – right up until his death in 2013.  At Mandela’s insistence, Christo co-wrote his autobiography titled “Doing Life with Mandela; My Prisoner, My Friend.”  Mandela chose the title of his book.
Andrew Russell is a former teacher and the owner of Cape Africa Tours, organizing cultural and sporting tours to South Africa. During this session, Andrew will engage in a 40-minute Q & A session with Christo.  You will see slides showing personal letters, notes and pictures of Christo over the course of his journey with Mandela, including landmarks in South Africa’s history such as Mandela’s freedom, inauguration as President and his funeral.

Participants will then have the opportunity to ask questions and engage with Christo.

We will explore:

· What was the system of Apartheid that was in place in South Africa?

· What was life like for Christo growing up on a farm in his younger years?

· Why did he decide to join the Prison Service after High School?

· When was the first time he came across Prisoner Number 466/64?

· What was the first favour he did for Mandela?

· What was life like on Robben Island for Mandela and the other political prisoners?
· How proud was Christo when his Prisoner became the President of South Africa?
· How did Mandela cope with 27 years of lockdown?

· As a guest of the Mandela family at Mandela’s funeral, how did Christo reflect on his journey with his friend?
“I have had the opportunity to work with Christo Brand and Andrew Russell both while visiting South Africa and virtually over the past 6 years. Whether talking to students on a rugby tour or to an IB history class, Christo engages students with the incredible story about his relationship with Nelson Mandela. Hearing Christo speak is a must for anyone interested in Mandela and Apartheid”
 - Ian Middleton (imiddleton@ashbury.ca ), History Teacher and Rugby Coach, Ashbury College, Canada
CONTACT US

Please email Andrew Russell on info@christobrand.co.za to discuss this opportunity, the booking procedure and rates.  And also visit our website www.christobrand.co.za  for more information on the life of Christo.
