“The past is not a package one can lay away.” (Emily Dickinson) Explore how far this statement is true for characters from two works you have studied in OIB.

“The past is not a package one can lay away” said Emily Dickinson. The past is a series of events that happened and which usually makes us who we are and what we are going to be. They usually never leave one unchanged. The past is very important as it shapes the present and the future. It helps one to move forward and to see all they have achieved. It’s a kind of trophy, positive or negative that follows us during our whole life. Everyone is granted this treasure but not all uses it wisely and ignoring it is ignoring our true nature. The past plays a major role in our everyday life but also has a major role in literature. The past typically is filled with mistakes that makes it impossible hard to forget. It is a challenge that many characters hold on to and can’t let go. Chance from Sweet Bird of Youth and Offred from The Handmaid’s Tale both struggle to balance deal with their past and present lives. Although Tennessee Williams and Margaret Atwood portray characters who hold on to their past as if it was yesterday, Atwood represents the past as something that one should hold on too and that helps to move forward and to survive in difficult moments, . Wwhereas Williams represents the past as an opportunity a moral, a lesson that prompts us to remember our sins and not to repeat them.	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: you could almost construct a thesis that contrasts how Atwood seems to suggest holding onto and preserving the past is important whereas Williams suggests that holding too hard onto the past can be toxic and detrimental	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: perhaps you could also include the idea of how it is unhealthy to LIVE in the past without integrating it's lessons into the present

First, Foremost, in The Handmaid’s Tale, the past is used not only to compare two different societies but also to help the protagonist to survive under the Gilead regime. It helpsed Offred to have a memory, good memories about her past that she doesn't access anymore. The past here is represented as a kind of freedom, the only real freedom granted to the Handmaid’s under the regime. Atwood mostly makes reference to the past by using Flashbacks. The flashbacks show the past life of Offred and makes her dream and have hope. The example “Or in a park somewhere with my mother. How old was I? we were going to feed the ducks” shows the deep-seated memories of motherhood that the narrator has. It brings her back to her youth days which is her past. This reference to the past, reminds her of another type of freedom she had back then. By talking about the past, Atwood wants to incorporate the difference between the past and present regime. Offred is holding on to the past and can’t let it go. By using the rhetorical question “how old was I”, the author shows how the details are fading away. Even though these details aren’t here, the memories remain sacred. By remembering time spent with her mother, Offred remembers that she also had a daughter once. A striking example could be “I’m running, with her holding my hand, pulling, dragging her through the bracken”. This quote shows that the past of the protagonist still haunts her to a point that she dreams about the events. She is being nostalgic and remembers a day in the past where she tried to escape with her husband and daughter. Even though she was in danger at the moment, the flashback is still one of the rarest trophies that she has left of her daughter and husband. Atwood also uses metaphor and the past tense to refer to the past. An example that could be pointed out could be “Newspaper and coffee, on Sunday morning…”. The Newspaper here is a metaphor for the freedom that Offred and her husband, Luke felt before they had to be sepaerated. The past in The Handmaid’s Tale refers to the old regime. It refers to the freedom talked previously. The past helps the narrator to move on and to be grateful for the things she had. Even though some memories are fading away, Offred still holds on to it as if it was yesterday. “My yesterdays walk with me. They keep step, they are gray faces that peer over my shoulder.” is a quote by William Golding that perfectly describes the role of the past.	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: good reference to style	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: good	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: nice word	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: Nice, where the past is personified/something one carries with him

This reference to the past is also seen in Sweet Bird of Youth. Unlike Atwood, Williams makes reference to the past by addressing the topic of youth, time and aging. Indeed, Williams portrays characters that are chained and imprisoned with their past which they can’t let go. While Atwood represents the past as a positive thing that makes one survive in a hard time, Williams, on the other hand, believes that it should serve as a lesson and mistake that one should inspire to be better. Chance Wayne, the protagonist went back to St Cloud for only one reason which is “to retrieve his youth by rekindling an innocent relationship and time in his life”. By going back to his hometown, Chance believed that he could regain his youth, a youth that is long time gone. And to get hold of this youth, he tries go back in a toxic relationship he had. A striking example here could be “the biggest of all differences in this world is between the ones that had or have the pleasure in love and those that haven't and hadn't any pleasure in love, but just watched it with envy, sick envy”. This quote is a clear reference to the past. Chance is talking about how he fell in love with Heavenly. For him, the people that have tasted love are the “performers” and those that haven’t are the “spectators”. In other words, Chance considered himself as a performer and he wants to regain this title again by falling in love and dating Heavenly again. This can be linked to Atwood works. But instead of comparing people who have felt love or not, Atwood portrays people who have felt the freedom before and after the Gilead regime. Chance is still stuck with his past and can’t let it go. He is chained to his past and he is doing everything in his possible to make the past become present. By doing that Chance defies the law of nature and tries to go against time. Another example that shows that Chance defies the law of nature is “Chance, you've gone past something you couldn't afford to go past; your time, your youth, you've passed it. It's all you had and you've had it.”. In this quote, Princess is telling Chance that his youth is part of the past now and that he would not have access to it anymore. By saying that Chance “couldn’t afford to pass” over his past shows that the latter is still attached to his past. As Atwood uses Flashbacks to give hope, Williams uses this sentence to give a moral and a lesson to Chance. This lesson is that you should never try to live in the past but use the past to help you live in the present. The author is showing that the past is here to give a chance to everyone to make their future better.	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: I'm not sure you need this sentence. It is the following sentence that cuts to the point.	Comment by Kayla Carpenzano: Your second paragraph/argument is not quite as clear/strong as your first one. I'm not sure if we are focusing on morals, on the imprisonment of the past, or the concept of time and aging. Could you focus on oe of these ideas, for example speaking about how the past/time is something that distorts Chance's reality? About how he hasn't dealt with the lessons of his past and is trying to 'relive' it instead of integrating it into the present?

In Conclusion, Margaret Atwood and Tennessee Williams both use the past in their work as something important in one’s life. Atwood portrays the past as a series of precious, identity constructing events that is granted to everyone and that helps one’s to get over a hard time and remember one’s self. The past represented by Atwood is considered as a source of achievement that gives hope. On the other hand, Williams represents the past as a lesson, a moral that should be taken into account to move forward and live in the present. The past should remain in the past and should help you live the present.
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