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Comparative essay

The Picture of Dorian Gray and Intimate Apparel

In the novel Intimate Apparel, written by Lynn Nottage, the protagonist can best be described as a hard-

working and naive women. All her life she reaches out for her dreams, yet when she gives in to her desires, she
loses her opportunity to achieve them. Contrastingly, in Oscar Wilde's novel The Picture of Dorian Gray, set in

the Victorian era, a man by the name of Dorian Gray live his life lavishly and selfishly, with no regrets until his last
days when guilt eats him away. Both novels portray protagonists who are complete opposites at first glance, yet
at the same time share similarities; Esther and the young Dorian Gray are from two different social classes, one
has numerous privileges whereas the other battles numerous struggles daily. Amid those differences, the
characters are very naive. The two of them let themselves be influenced and end up succumbing to their desires,
letting those choices ruin their lives. The authors of the play and novel even (utilize similar methods to express
their intentions; the themes of friendship and marriage, or relationships in general, influence and lifestyles,
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hedonism as well are touched upon, and even foreshadowing is used. These methods convey overall the idea
that it is not until life is over that an understanding of how to live it is revealed. Or how Jonathan Safran Foer puts
it: “I regret that it takes a life to learn how to live.”.

Relationships arg,a powerfulyecurrent forceyin both works. On one hand, there are toxic friendships and

marriages, which influence or even manipulate the naive protagonist towards the making of bad decisions. And
on the other hand, there are the friendships which radiate a positive energy on the main characters|and help the
protaganists to live life fully] For example, in The Picture of Dorian Gray, Lord Henry and Dorian have an
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unhealthy relationship. It demonstrates how easily naive people can be influenced, so much so that it impacts on
others, who in turn pick up on it. Basil, for instance, predicted the outcome of the two missing; when his muse
meets Lord Henry, he says “I don’t want you to meet him” (p. 27) and “He has a very bad influence over all his
friends” (p.32). Surprisingly, even Dorian himself foreshadows his own fate, asking himself if his meeting with
Lord Henry will always make him joy, “l wonder shall | always be glad?” (p.). Basil's relationship with Dorian is an
obsessive one, although he strives for Dorian to be the best version of himself, he also uses him as his muse,
letting the handsome young man be his motivation in life, his art. These relationships are toxic and in turn, they
end up bringing guilt and death to the characters_who do not realize until it is too late. Moreover, in Intimate
Apparel, Esther is presented as a hardworking,woman, who struggles with wanting to get married at the age of
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thirty five, “I don’t know that I'll marry [...] And | know right there that somethings ain’t meant to be” (p.17) This|
prediction of her lifeland her strong desire for the opposite outcome brings her misery. When a “gentleman” takes
interest in her, this longing for affection that she lacked her entire life, for marriage, is her downfall. She blinds
herself with fantasies of her desires, letting George manipulate her to his own benefit. His declaration of love
through a letter, when they haven’t met yet further proves how unsuspecting,Esther is. Overall, the authors

convey that these relationships and the impact they had on the protagonists changed their lives for worse,

Furthermore, hedonism is a major theme in The Picture of Dorian Gray. Through Lord Henry, Oscar Wilde

communicated the ideas of hedonism and through Dorian, he communicated the application of those values “He
was dominated by the carelesness of happiness, by the high indifference of joy” (p.271). Indeed, the cynical
man’s epigrams seem to assure that a hedonistic lifestyle is the most desirable, “Pleasure is the only thing worth
having a theory about” (p.108). However, Dorian, who is a personification of hedonism at its optimal and most
uncontrolled state, initially rejects those values “[...] you and all your wrong, fascinating, poisonous, delightful
theories” (p.108). After living a lush life, devoted to pleasure, with no regards for others, Dorian Gray’s guilt
concerning his past actions consume him and regret and self awareness takes over, “I am to much concentrated
on myself. My own personality has become a burden to me. | want to escape, to go away, to forget.” (p.275) This
quote shows the anguish and deep regret Dorian comes to feel upon recalling his sins. This cautionary tale warns
the reader of the dangers of hedonism, it questions and test its values and ideals, highlighting the uncertainty that
comes with it. Contrastingly, in Intimate Apparel, Esther is the opposite of hedonistic. Her whole life she has

worked diligently toward her dream, yet when she gets married to George, she succumbs to the temptation of her
desire. This single hedonistic and spontaneous decision causes her misfortune. An ending which could have
been avoided as it was predicted bl Mrs Dickson “I know these kinds of men [...] He'll steal your common sense,
he will walk away”(p.). |

already here--the idea that it takes a life to learn how to
live. These three sentences the logic is a little confusing
to follow

CSupprime’: isa

clearly

A AN A A

CMis en forme : Soulignement

(Supprimé: as hardworking

Commenté [3]: what do you mean by prediction of her
life? are you referencing foreshadowing?

CSupprimé: naive

Supprimé: These influences altered the way they lived
their lives

N A U N S

(Mis en forme : Soulignement

(Mis en forme : Soulignement )

'[Commenté [4]: | think you should reference }

foreshadowing once again and expand this paragraph




IAs such, although the protagonists of both works although completely different in terms of lifestyles and '(Mis en forme : Surlignage

experiences of struggles, their naive and impressionable characteristics impact their life till the end. The themes
of relationships and influence, lifestyles and hedonism highlight the uncertainty of life and evoke the theory that it

takes a life to learn how to live it. That is the paradox that Jonathan Safran Foer puts foward ) e té [5]: | think you need one or two more body
| paragraphs to create a solid essay. You should also
expand your conclusion to include this idea of learning
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