Exam links ()

AQA 1L The quest for political stability: Germany,
1871-1991

AQA 2K International relations and global conflict,
¢.1890-1941

Edexcel paper 3, option 37.2 Germany 1871-
1990: united, divided and reunited

OCR Y218/Y248 International relations 1890-1941
OCR Y221/Y251 Democracy and dictatorships in
Germany 1919-1963

he Treaty of Versailles was signed on 28 June
1919 in the Hall of Mirrors in the Palace of
Versailles outside Paris. The date was precisely
5 years after the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo (the event
often thought of as decisive in setting off the chain of
events leading to the outbreak of the First World War).

The treaty was unusual in terms of the way it was
constructed. After the Napoleonic wars, for example,
the Treaty of Peace of 1815 was written with French
delegates at the table. After the 1914-18 war, however,
German delegates were shunned. They did not
negotiate the settlement. They were apprised of its
provisions and given the right only to reject them. To
do so would have ended the Armistice of 11 November
and renewed the war. Hence the German delegation
at Versailles had no choice but to sign the document.

The elaboration of the different parts of the treaty
had taken 6 months to complete. The reason it had
to be done rapidly was that armies could not be
demobilised until it was signed. Soldiers everywhere
wanted only one order — to return home — and many
were restless or mutinous at the delay in doing so.
But the shortness of time available for deliberations
ensured that many important questions would be
answered too hastily and without sufficient thought
as to their consequences.
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German armaments
were dismantled in
accordance with the
peace treaty
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its signing. That ratification never happened. Thus
the two greatest powers of the twentieth century —
Russia and the USA — were not part of the peace
settlement of 1919.

There were six separate peace treaties including
that signed on 28 June 1919 in Versailles. Apart from
Lausanne (1923), they were named after the Paris
regions and palaces in which they were signed. The
six treaties and the principal enemy signatory were:
Versailles 28 June 1919 with Germany
St Germain-en-Laye 10 September 1919 with
Austria
m Neuilly 27 November 1919 with Bulgaria
® Trianon 4 June 1920 with Hungary

Sevres 10 August 1920 with Ottoman Turkey
Lausanne 24 July 1923 with Republic of Turkey
They formally ended the state of hostilities between
the Allies and the other powers which had fought on
the side of Germany.

The Treaty of Versailles ended the war on the Western
front, between Germany on one side, and Britain,
France, Belgium, Portugal, Romania and the USA on
the other side. This reality has led to a distorted view
of what was accomplished at Versailles.

Between 1919 and 1923 violence engulfed the
defeated powers, and spread to some of the victors
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Germans protest against the treaty outside the
Reichstag, 1919

The system of reparations payments in cash and
in kind required of the defeated powers made sense
in terms of the need to rebuild devastated areas and
lives among the victorious populations. But it made
no sense in terms of the revival of the European
economy in the aftermath of the war. Europe a
decade after the war was a poorer, more embittered,
and much more dangerous place than it had been
in 1913. There were some years of prosperity in the
later 1920s, but when the world economic crisis hit
in 1929, it exposed the weaknesses and blindnesses
embedded in the treaty which ensured that the hope
of peace and a new order out of which it came would
vanish completely in the 1930s.

Historians are divided in their judgement of the Treaty
of Versailles. There are those who believe that no one
could have done any better than the chief negotiators
at the time. The Allied armies had to go home, and
the peace settlement that enabled them to do so was
the best that could have been hoped for. More critical
historians emphasise the contradictions between and
among the Allies, who wanted very different things
out of the peace. They point to the very different ways
the peace after 1945 was fashioned — with Russia
and the USA front and centre and with economic
recovery of both Germany and Europe as a whole
as a primary objective.

Key figures

Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)

President of the USA from 1913 to 1921. He proposed
Fourteen Points on which the peace agreements
should be negotiated (see Box 1).

Vittorio Emmanuele Orlando (1860-1952)
Italian prime minister (1917—19) and head of
delegation at Versailles.

David Lloyd-George (1863-1945)
British prime minister (1916-22) and leading
statesman. Leader of the Liberal Party.

Georges Clemenceau (1841-1929)

French prime minister (1906—9 and 1917-20). Noted
for his fierce determination that Germany should pay
for war damage and restore Alsace and Lorraine.

The middle point between those who write for
or against Versailles may be this — the authors
of the peace settlement prepared the ground for a
much sounder peace after 1945, which stood the
test of time. This was perhaps their greatest, though
unintended legacy.
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