a. Literature often portrays characters confronting a new
environment, culture or set of beliefs. How are the dynamics
of such confrontations explored in two works on your OIB
syllabus?

\Lh‘erm‘ur’e often portrays characters confronting a new environment, culture or
set of beliefs. The dynamics of such confrontations can be explored in The
Handmaid's Tale and in Stranger in the village. In both works, the authors
confront their protagonist into a parallel universe, different from what they are
used too. |Although they both represent a different world, Atwood portrays a

dystopian patriarchal society to show the new world women are faced with, while
Baldwin on the other hand writes an essay on how he and black men face fthe new
world they live in|

\Fir's’r and foremost, in ‘The Handmaid's TaIeJ, Offred and the other women woke

up into a new different world and culture without even having their words being
counted, This is observable in the first sentence of the book “we slept in what

had once been the gymnasium”. By using the adverb “once” and the past tense
Offred is referring to some period in the past. These period in the past are
introduced by some flashbacks. We can take as example the flashback "Or in a
park somewhere with my mother. How old was I? she said we were going to feed
the ducks"”. By using this flashback, the narrator shows the deep-seated memories
of motherhood and the olden days of Offred. This also shows that she's longing
for the past and desire start over and never have to face the new reality she is
living in] Another example could be when she remembers her daughter: “I'm

running, with her holding hand pulling, dragging her through the bracken”. She
remembers a past where she still had her daughter with her. In the new regime,
her daughter was taken away from her, her mom and her boyfriend too. \Offr‘ed
is facing a new type of culture, set belief and environment which is the Gilead
Sociefy.\ Aunt Lydia said to the handmaid's tale that "In the days of anarchy, it

was freedom to. Now you are being given freedom from". By saying this, Aunt
Lydia is clearly showing that the women are living in a different society, a society
that ook away the freedom they had before to replace it with another freedom.
The Gilead regime made people believe that things such as the bodies hanged in
the Wall are normal, ordinary. They made death look ordinary for the populaﬂon\
This was even taught by aunt Lydia who said "This may not seem ordinary to you
now, but after a time it will. It will become ordinary”. Women are faced into
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another “ordinary” point which is the fact that "there is no such things as a sterile
man anymore, not officially. There are only women who are fruitful and women
who are barren, that's the law". This shows the patriarchal regime which is the
praising of men. Offred and the other women are living in another universe were
men are in charge and women are just some object. This is the reality Offred is
facing.

Secondly, we can see this confrontation of a new society in "Stranger in the
village" by James Baldwin. In his essay, James Baldwin is himself the narrator. He
recounts one of his journeys in a Swiss village where he is confronted to a hew
environment and culture. Unlike the Handmaid's Tale, this is a real story and not
about a dystopian society but about racism and the White supr‘emacy.\ He is first
seen as a "sight"” for the villagers and a “wind passed with [him] of astonishment,
curiosity, amusement and outrage”. This metaphor shows that the narrator is ina
universe where black men is an "outrage” something unusual and scared of all. He
is dehumanized just like in the women in The Handmaid's Tale. |He is treated as an

animal in a zoo who is seen by the spectators. He even has nickname if we can call
it "Neger”. He his living in a world where they buy "African Natives for the
purpose of converting them to Christianity” they are bought just like object. This
is observable in the Handmaid's Tale in which the women are treated like objects
in the new Regime. He is living in the "White World" which "culture controls” him.
The use of parallelism in the essay also shows how the narrator is confronting a
new environment. The example "I am a stranger here. But I am not a stranger in
America"” shows that the narrator is living in a parallel world completely different
from where he comes from. In \The Handmaid's Tale, the women lived in a world

where men were in power, the patriarchal regime. While in “a stranger the village",
James Baldwin is living in a world were the Whites are in power, the white
supremacy. He is confronted to a world in which "white men are the creators of
civilization”.
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In conclusion, Margaret Atwood and James Baldwin both write works which

abords a completely different world which is confronted by the protagonist. They [cOmmemé [13]: And both face "unjust/dehumanizing
face a world that is dif ferent from what they use to live. They have to go through

worlds! Perhaps you could comment on that.

)

this parallel universe so that they could survive. \And each of the two works, the

Protagonists are being dominated by a bigger power who has control on both of [Commemé 14], Good observations Expand your

them,

conclusion further.

Very solid essay. Clear arguments and smooth prose/writing. Just see if you
can expand your essay -- your conclusion, and perhaps add a body paragraph
on Baldwin or anything else you think you could develop under the umbrella of
your argument.
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